TO:
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SUBJECT: LightsOut Ohio Program for Earth Day, Thursday April 22nd
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

This Earth Day, Thursday April 22nd, (name of district or school) will be participating in the LightsOut Ohio program.

This program includes the following components:

a.
TURNING OFF NON-ESSENTIAL LIGHTS AT SCHOOL: We ask all teachers and staff to turn off non-essential lights during a portion of the day to demonstrate how we can rely on less artificial light and more natural light.
· Time of participation:  ____ to ____.

· Hallways with natural light:  will have most lights turned off

· Classrooms:  Please use your discretion but try to turn off at least one bank of lights

The more participation we have from students and teachers in all grade levels and classrooms, the better this program works.

For Science Teachers

b.
LESSON ABOUT ENERGY SOURCES AND ENERGY CONSERVATION: A panel of local science educators, including local science curriculum specialists, selected several grade appropriate lessons from noted organizations.  We encourage you to review these lessons and incorporate them into your classes for Earth Day.  Some of these lessons involve take-home work and thus you may want to assign them before Earth Day. These lessons have been selected to help meet state curriculum standards.


A choice of lessons can be found at: http://www.lightsoutohio.org/LOO/School.html
The web site also includes links to carbon footprint calculators allowing students to measure the amount of carbon dioxide their family expels into the atmosphere.

c.
EARTH DAY TAKE HOME ASSIGNMENTS FOR THE FAMILY: In addition to turning off lights in school, we encourage you to provide your students with a take home assignment (possibly as extra credit) to turn off lights at home as part of a community wide effort. LightsOut Ohio has two different sample assignments which encourage parental participation and an optional parental signature. The front side of these assignments includes energy saving tips for the home.

http://www.lightsoutakron.org/LOO/School.html#school_takehome

(For schools signed up for the Student Energy Savers grant drawing – otherwise delete this section)


LightsOut Ohio is offering a $5,000 energy efficiency grant for a school building this year.  It is awarded via drawing among schools where 60% of the students complete a take home assignment.  Please assign the appropriate take home sheet to your students and collect them no later than _______. Please submit the completed worksheets to ____________.


For Everyone:
d.
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:
1.
FAQs about the program

2.
Posters to place around classrooms and hallways
For additional questions and information, please visit http://www.LightsOutOhio.org.

